THE ESSENCE OF BUDDHISM.

suffering. He who has fathomed the Dharma will necessarily
walk in the right path, and to him salvation is assured*

These foi^r great truths form what may be called the
articles of the Buddhist creed. But they are not put forward
as dogmas which have to be accepted without inquiry.
Dogmatism which prohibits investigation would, instead of
leading to the Buddhist summum bonum^ dissuade the as-
pirant from his duty and therefore from the Noble Path.
Nowhere has the Buddha said : " Avoid inquiry, for it will
lead you where there is no light, no peace, no hope ; it will
lead you into the deep pit, where the sun and moon and stars
and beauteous heavens are not, but chilliness and barrenness
and perpecual desolation."* On the other hand, it is clear-
ly laid down that nothing can be the teaching of the Buddha
which is not consistent with reason, which cannot be subjected
to the dry light of investigation. The idea of a religious
authority is incompatible with the Dharma, for it teaches
that every man is his own architect and his own saviour.
It is a childish idea to suppose that an authority, external
to man, can have a religious value. An authority can only
exist for one only in proportion as one recognises it as such
either unconsciously and without understanding the motives
that prompt him, or, by virtue of an act of conscious reason-
ing. After all it is the adhesion of one's mind and will that
can give weight to any authority. A Buddhist bhikshu,
unlike the Christian monk, lays no claim to any authority,
nor does he avow obedience to any authority. The aim
set by the Blessed One before the aspirant being enlighten-
ment, the belief in authority and dogma will be of no avail.
The creed of Buddhism is, therefore, like the creed of every
genuine science, a register of results.

No one can question the fact that misery is associated with
conscious life. We live in a world which is full of evil and
misery. Were there no misery, there would be no need for
the struggle for existence'which is always and everywhere in
evidence. Hunger and fear are the boon companions of the
great majority of human beings, not to speak of the animals
in the same condition. Indiv%hsal "experience and history

^Cardinal Newman,